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NEVADA CASINO DEALERS ASSOCIATION
2919 SOUTH INDUSTRIAL ROAD
LAS VEGAS, NV 89109
(702) 699-5656

FAX (702) 699.-54R0

Ms. Susan Sherman, Atty. November 28, 1994
Department of Labor

Rm. S$-4004

Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear Ms. Sherman,

We regret that our Nevada Casino Dealers Association representative
will not be attending the OSHA hearing due to an emergency today.-

If you please, we are send;ng you via overn1ght delivery, lnformation
and testaments of workers in our industry and on behalf of NCDA 'to

be read and considered.

Workers on the casino floor have no protection from hazardous smoke,
especially the Dealers on the table games. There is no known plan
to find a solution to clean the air or reduce the risk at our work
stations.

We also call to your attention, statements of Mr. Wayne Mehl,
Representative of the Nevada Resort Association, who alluded there
were no complaints from Nevada Casino employees. We believe you
will hear similar statements from Nevada officials.

There have been many complaints. Our office alone, has received
several.

We thank yan far this apportunity tao be heard and hope Nevada Casino
Employees will be given every consideration to work in a smokerfree
environment.

sincerel

Tony Badillo, President

P.S. One very successful casino exists in Las Vegas: "Silver City"
, (smoke-free)

cc: Tony Batt/Donrey Washington Bureau
Nave Palerma/T.as Vegas Review .Tournal
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Novemben 21, 1994

7o Whom It May Concern: OSHA

I'm wniting this ZLetten in hopes that one day I widl no
Longer have to work in a smoking enuironmenit. I have wozked a4 a
Lluckjack dealea for owver 17 yeans and have had Lo deal with
szcond hand smoke. 7The JLack of concern on the pant of the
casinos has never ceased 2o amuze me. I woudd nink thal Zhe
health cane costs zach yean would muke them otop Lo Lhink. They
are "untouchable®, as far as Lawsuits go. Ne Lawyer will take on
¢ suil involuing casinovs, ov we don’l huve « Leg o siand on.

I nrecentdy fLoughti a Rattle wilh b:east cancex. fly present
ok, at the Taeasune Isfand, <is my Lirst job since my <finess. In
the feginning, my pit £o0ss was osympothelic wilh me and maede-
sure I wuas on a non-smoking table enery day, howeven I hove e
different pit Loss now and she smokes and couldn’t care ZLess
about me. Prople who smoke have no tolerance on undeastanding of
people who don’'t smoke and the problems we have wdilh L. I Zeel
that ii's an infringemenl of my adights. [ have ic¢ baeath someonas
hoanible habit. I don’i force my hubits on anyone efse, fuil I am
Joaced o smoke. fly cancea cost me around $45,000 and I now
spend a great deald of money, time and enengy taying to keep
myself huolihy and to przvent it faom coming hack, yei I feel
Like I'm wasting my efforls when I hava 2o Crnonith smoke fon 8
houas a day. IL mutes me sinb tn mu siomuch and gives me a
headache. I wrote a Letter to the Taeasurne Isnfand aloul my
concanna. Aut didn’'i neceive a nesponse. The genenul altitude
of 1he casinos s "{f you don' it Like (L, you Anow where the Leoat
dooa 4is”. There {4 always someone to ZLaeke youn place if€ you
should fall dead on youn ganme. ,

It has been a smalld dream of nmine all these yeaas thet

perhaps one day, people wouddn't feo wllcwed Lo smoke in pulblic.
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Ii' s w £illhy., oosty hollid thud 7y fruaeed on peopfe whe don’d
want 2o smoke and (t's time il siopped. Aften gll ihe tests thail
rprove second hand smoke <s harmful, why hasn’ i it been siopped?
Is the almighty doédlan rneally wonrih ii? Why doesn’i someone Lake
a pold of all the dealerns in Nevada and see how muny complain
that smoke Lo Lops on thein List und would reiher deaéd on a
non-smoking table? Even dealens who smoke say it gets Lo thenm, .
too. If restaunants, airnlines, and othen public places can
compluin and gel nesulis, why can’t cusino workens?

Thank you fon naeading my Letien. Hopefully, my dream will come

true, and a Lot of Lives widl be suved.
Sinceneldy,
Marguerile Vedusco

2708 Storkspun Way
Las Vegas, NV 89777

{9~
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LV leads
nation in
smokers,
cancer rates

~ By Bob Shemeligian
*..LAS VEGAS SUN ..

- The nation’s highest inci-
- denceoflungeancerisnotamong
.. West Virginia coal miners. It's
'~ not among factory workers in
- . Pittsburgh, Pa., whers huge

.. smoke gtacks tower overhead.

It'srightherein Clark County,
says University Medical Center
oncologist John Ellerton.

- “We have the most smokers,”
- Ellerton said. “We have the

. retired population, the military,
the casino workers and the
24-hour lifestyle. Unfortunately,
cigarette smoking is common
- here.”

The sad result, Ellerton said,
is daily diagnosas of Jung cancer.
Often the prognosis is fatal.
- Ellerton said only one in 20
are cured of lung cancer.

Today, oncologists believe 50
percent of all cancers are related
tosmoldng. These include cancer
of the lungs, throat, mouth,
stomach and bladder. :

“Besides nicotine and tar,
cgaieties iuclude uany toxic
chemicals that aren’t even
allowed in the work place,”
Ellerton said.

" “We hear all this talk
about cancers related to certain
chemicals such as Agent Orange,
but we always ask whether the
patient smoked. We hear about
new outbreaks of particular
types of cancer, but we don't
see many cases. What we do see
aresmokers comingin and being
diaﬁxosed with lung cancer.”

¢ent rosearch has shown
that smoking marijuana is even
more dangerous than smoking
cigarettes, Ellerton said.

“The damage to the lungs
is caused by contaminants in
the smoke and by the increased
temperature, and marijusana
smoke is generally much hotter
than cigarette smoke.”

Ironically, lung cancer, emong
the most fatal of capcers, is also
among the most preventable.

‘Just don’t smoke,” Ellerton
said. “In Great Britaincigarettes
carry a simple warning: Most
doctors don't smoke.”
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to be any government require-
nent in this area, then OSHA
cught to learn something about
asino resorts,” he said. “Their
i faar is that you guys have gone

cut and surveyed what needs to

le done in an office building and
. come back and said we're going
© do this everywhere.”

If the rule ia going to be imple-
| mented, it should be done on an
_ industry-by-industry basis, Mehl
said, and the gaming industry’s
legal advisers believe OSHA
must demonstrate the rule will
‘ot be Ea:—%wv::_»nmoao.

*|.: But the HA panel scemed
‘more interested in finding out
! vhat the gaming industry is do- -
mrn to ensure indoor air quality
_?. its workers. Following 15
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: “They feel that if there is going .

Donrey Washinglon Bureau

ninutes of testimony, Mehl an-
swerel questions for almost ar
Four.

fusan Sherman of OSHZ
asked Mehl if the industry has ¢
polcy for handling complainta by
vorkers exposed to second-hand
smske. Mehl said he did no:
Inew but would find out and. ge:
tack o her.

“ would like to know how the
iadus'ry responds to these peo-
fle” Sherran said,

Sherman said she also would
hike te know if the resort associa-
tion .tas done any surveys of its
nemlers regarding what they
ere deing about indoeor air quali-
ty, the types of ventilation ther

us¢ end the cost of replacing
themi

eif also ..mrn&awma.,nﬁmumoi

fron :he audience. Anne Morrovw -

Donley of the Virginia-based

LR e o L ol NP,

-
b

-approval

Group to Alleviate mBowwn.w in

"Public, or GASP, and Rex Tingle

of the AFL-CIO, told Mehl they
were surprised he did not know if
awwmzow.:.mucn, any outreach pro-
am for employees who might
ave complained about second-
hand smoke.

Mehl replied he novqmuo.ag the

resort association on a number of
issues. He said he would find out
if an outreach program exists
and relay the information to

OSHA, a division of the Depart-.

ment of Labor.

Monday's hearing was one of a
series OSHA ia conducting on the
anti-smoking rule, proposed in
March by Labor Secretary Robert
Reich. The rule can be imple-
mented ewz.uz.a agency without

m Congress. A final
rule will not be issued until next
year,-and companies will be given
a year to comply.
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